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KHI “SONG THU” TRO THANH
“NOI PAU THAT”

Nguoi ta bao di du lich 1a dé “tron khoi thyc tai”, nhung d6i khi
thuc tai lai... leo I&n tan du thuyén dé ngdi chung ban an véi minh!
Trong chuyén hai hanh trén tau Quantum of the Seas vira qua, vao
mot buéi trua khong “hen ho” véi nhém, va vi dng xa t61 hoi mét
con nam ludi trong phong, tOI Mot minh di an trua trén tang 14, dé
sau d6 s& lay vai mén dem vé cho dng ay.

T6i dén sém, nén chon céi ban tréng dai gan chd céc ta thire an, cho
tién viéc di lay dem vé ban va khoi so... di lac nhu ngay dau méi
dén. “Mot minh mat ¢bi” noi cai ban rong thénh thang va thuan tién
qua gan, toi di 14y nhiéu lan cho du hét cac mon chay yéu thich roi
méi ngdi xudng an.

Pang chim chu thuong thicc mon stp nam khai vi, t6i bdng giat
minh ngang Ién vi ¢ tiéng ngudi hoi & dau bén kia ban: “Can we sit
here?” (Ching t6i c6 thé ngdi day khong?)

Do 1a hai me con ba My trang va hai dira bé mot trai mot gai ching
bon, nam tudi. Tdi mim cudi gat dau rdi nhin quanh. Nha hang bay
gio dong nghet nhu... Costco ngay sale, khong dé '] kiém ban con
trong T6i nghi bung: “U, thém nguoi cho vui. Dé coi ho ldy mén
gi la la, ngon ngon minh bat chudgc.”

Nhung ngdi chwa nong ghé thi... troi oi... sao ngudi ndy trong quen
qua! Nhin ky, hda ra do 1a Kate, dong nghi¢p cii tung lam y ta &
vién dudng ldo, noi toi dén lam thém, day thé duc cho cac cu cao
nién sau gio day hoc & truong ra. Dung 1a trai dat tron nhu... céi
banh taco cua ME ma con tau nay ciing... tron, cho nén xoay
chuyén day dwa thé nao ching toi lai gap nhau giita bién nguoi hon
3000 hanh khéch!

Sau nhirng loi tham hoi ming nhau riu rit, Kate hoi tdi cd nhg
Hellen con gai ba hay khong, va gidi thiéu voi toi hai dea chau
ngoai, con cua Hellen.

- Hellen day sao! Wow! Thoi gian troi nhanh qua! Méi ngay nao
chau con hoc 16p 9, ma nay la c6 gai xinh dep va da lam me hai bé
roi. - Toi noi.

T6i nho lai, khi &y mdi 1an 1am cha gio dem cho 6ng cu nguoi Viét
doc nhét trong vién dudng 3o, t6i thuong dem cho Hellen may céi

102 Phuwong Hoa



vi con bé di hoc ra thuong ghé lai chd 1am chd me tan sé ché vé.
Hellen rat thich nén thuong an ngau nghien lién tai cho chtr khong
doi dem vé nha.

Chuyén xua chuyén nay mét hoi, ram rang vé viéc lam va stc khoe,
t6i chot nhé nén hoi Kate: “Hellen dam cudi hdi ndo? Sao you
khong moi t6i?” Toi hoi dua xa giao théi, vi Kate da déi ngay 1am
nén nhirng nam sau chung t6i it gdp nhau. Pau ngd cau chuyén
dang vui s6i ndi thinh linh chuyén sang d¢ tai... “héc xwong ca”.
Guong mit ngudi ba bdng nhién ching xubng. Kate nhin con gai va
hai dtra chau ngoai roi tho dai. Sau d6 Kate “trit bau tm su” cung
t6i, ké vé con gai minh.

Hellen di c6 hai dira con nhung van dang “séng thir bén viing” voi
anh ban trai, ho chua tinh chuyén két hon. Kate c6 vé dang lo ling
cho con gai. Nhin thé mai biét, tam trang ba me My ldc nay chang
khac gi mot ba me Viét Nam. Lo con minh thiét thoi, lo cai twong
lai bAp bénh cua cac dua chau, khi to gidy két hon van con la... mot
gidc mo xa xi.

That ra, & My va theo phong tuc My thi chuyén nay binh thuong
nhu an... hamburger. Nhung ddi voi nguoi Viét Nam thi chuyén
“binh thuong” nay la... khong dugc binh thuong! Nguoi Viét minh
ma nghe “0 chung trude khi cudi” 1a 1ap tac mat tron nhu banh xe,
tai vénh nhu radar, va miéng thi... “truyén thong noi bo” tuyét
nhanh! Ngay xua ¢ Viét Nam ma c¢6 vu nay, chua can... ding
Facebook, ca xom da biét trude ca ngudi trong cudc. Bén My thi
khéc. Toi nghe nhiéu ban tré néi “Phai séng thi méi biét hop
khéng.” Giéng nhu mua ndi com dién, phai nau thir méi biét c6 chin
déu khong. Vén dé 1a ndi com khé thi ddi, con ngudi ma “khé”...
thi ddi kiéu gi day?

Chi ban t6i tirng ndi mot cau ma toi nghe xong la tit tiéng... im
ludn, “Séng thir gidng nhu an thir & Costco, An xong no roi, khoi
mua lu6n.” Nghe thi vui, ma nghi k¥ thay... dau qua. Trong dau toi
lap tirc hién 1én hinh anh may ba ban vin trong nhém C6 Géi Viét
cta toi. Dao gan day ching t6i c6 ban vé chu dé “kinh dién” nay:
chuyén sdng thir treée hdn nhan cua gioi tré Viét noi hai ngoai. Noi
lo nay qua 1a... khong bién gioi, nhung “tam l4 chan” cua phong tuc
Viét hinh nhu ciing giup nhiéu cho gisi tré Viét Nam. Ching ta
thuong nghi dan Tay thong thoang, nhung nhin vé mat héo hon cua
ba Kate, toi chot nhan ra, 1ong me thi ¢ dau ciing gidng nhau. Trong
khi miy ba ban Viét Nam cua tdi s6i néi ban tan, mot sé thi phan
d6i kich liét cai phong tuc “goép gao théi com chung” kiéu My, thi
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ngay tai day, mét ba me My ciing dang ¢ ‘ngdi trén ddng lira” vi van
dé nay

T6i ké cho Kate va con gai Hellen cua ba nghe, theo phong tuc Viét
Nam, tién trinh di dén hon nhan phai dung nhu khi ching tai.. . nau
phé. Phai qua cac bude dam ngd, hoi, cudi, rudc dau roéi méi duoc
“yé& chung mot nha”. Chua co du 18 “tru cau” ma da doi don db qua
¢ 1a coi nhu bi “an gy” cua anh em nha gai va cac cu than sinh
ngay! Tuy ciing c6 nhiéu ngudi bao phong tuc Viét qua co hu,
nhung trén thyc té, 6 chinh 1a nhitng tam l4 chin bao vé nguoi phu
nit va tré em. Ba Kate nghe thé tan dong lién: “Pung thé! Ngay xua
thoi ong cha chung t6i cling vay mal Bay gio thi... loan hét!”

Ngdi nghe Kate tdm sy, t6i bdng thét long nhé dén cau chuyén cua
chi ban than ¢ Louisiana.

Chi c6 c6 con gai tén Trang Dung, vira gidi giang vira xinh dep.
Ngay nha c6 dam gid, Trang Dung dan anh chang tén David Hién
vé ra mit. Ca ho hang bé ban Trang Dung déu tram trd. Hién la luat
su, hoc thuc cao, vé ngoai lich 1am. Chi ban tdi hanh dién lim, di
dau ciing khoe khéo “Nha t6i sap c6 ré luat su, sau nay kién tung gi
khong lo!”

Vi tin tudng vao cai mac “luat su” biét luat, hiéu doi, chi nham mat
lam lo cho hai dtra séng thir, khong 1am lo thi lam gi dugc day! Thé
nhung, doi khéng nhu 1a mo va lut su thi cling ¢6 nguoi... lach luat
tinh cam. Dén khi Trang Dung mang bau, cai bung méi ngay mot ro
cing la lic anh chang luat su Hién thuc hién mot ¢t “bao chira”

cubi cting cho sy hén nhét cua minh. Anh ta &m thiam “dot” mét tim,
dé lai co gai tré vai dira con trong bung va mot trai tim tan nat.

Céi tin “con ré hut” bo trén nhu mot gio nuéc lanh tat thang vao
mit chi ban t6i. Pang tir dinh cao tu hao hanh dién, chi roi xudng
vuc tham cua su @ ché voi ban bé, than toc. Ca séc qué lon khién chi
bi dau tim dot ngot, phai dua di bénh vién cap ciu trong tinh trang
nguy kich.

D6 1a mot vét nho dau don ma céi gid cua sy “thir” da tré thanh
“that” mot cach tan nhan. Nghe dau ludt su Hién sau d6 vé Viét
Nam, cudi con gai mét ctra hang vang bac ¢ Sai Gon va bao Ianh c6
ta qua Cali séng.

Séng thir nhu “chay thir xe” hogc 1 canh bac biét trudc s& trang tay.
Vui mét chat thi séng thir gidng nhu viéc ban duge “lai thir’ mot
chiéc xe hoi sang trong trudc khi quyét dinh ky hop ddng mua dut.
Caéi hai thi s€ nhu con gai ba Kate hay Trang Dung, “xe” da lai di
muédn noi, “phu ting" 1a nhimg dtra nho da du day, ma cai “hop

104 Phuwong Hoa



ddng chinh thirc” thi van chua thiy dau.

V6i nguoi Vigt, chung ta coi trong sy gan ket cua dong ho va trach
nhiém trudce phap luat, trugc to tién. Viéc song chung khong cudi
xin giéng nhu di xem phim ma khong mua vé, ci lo nom nép bi
moi ra ngoai bat ctr luc nao. Pac biét 1a véi cac anh chang “thdng
thao luat” nhu Hién, ho biét cach lach qua nhitng rang budc dao dirc
dé phui tay mot cach dé dang nhat.

Cip Hellen séng thtr ¢6 toi hai mat con ma van con bén, chua co
dau hiéu toi té nao xay ra.

Chuyén Alex va Sally hang xdm gan nha t6i thi khac. Vao mot ngay
ning dep hai nguoi dén thué cai unit méi xay thém bén hong nha
cua mot nguoi chu Viét Nam. Véi ho, day 1a budce di “thuan theo tu
nhién” va tiét kiém chi phi. Sally rat than thién d& thuong, thuong
chao hoi va néi chuyén mdi lan gap t6i di ngang qua nha ho.

Théang dau tién troi qua nhu mot thudc phim ngan lang man Al lam
trén TikTok. Cudi tuan hai ngudi cung nhau di lung suc dd cii & cac
tiém dd co va garage sale, roi mua dugc mot chiée sofa go do ném
mau gold ma ca hai déu thich. Tuy nhién tai chinh thi lun rach roi,
di séng chung, nhung c4c hoa don van chia déi dén ting xu
(splitwise).

Sau ba thang, nhitng nét nhac 1ang man bét dau bi thay thé bang
nhiing tiéng cai co bat dong. Va sau thang sau thi “bong béng” séng
thur vo tan. Khong ¢0 tran cai va kinh thién dong dia nao, hai nguoi
lam mot cudc trd chuyén thang than, nhung kha dau 1ong, bén ly ca
phé vao mot sang Chla nhat. Ho nhan ra rang thich nhau 1a mot
chuyén, nhung nhip sinh hoc va thoi quen sinh hoat 1a hai duong
thang song song.

Viéc chia tay ciing dién ra rit “Mj!” Alex dwoc quyén giit chiéc
méy pha ca-phé vi anh bo tién mua. Sally iy chiéc sofa mau gold vi
cb ay tra 60% gia ban. Ho 6m nhau lan cubi, chiic nhau tim duoc
nguoi “phl hop hon”, va roi mdi nguoi mot nga véi hai chiée xe tai
cha db riéng bist. Nguodi My khong goi dé 1a that bai, ma coi do 1a
mot kinh nghiém hoc hoi.

Tré lai ban in trén tau. Hai dua tré caa Hellen, con gai ba Kate, van
hon nhién an khoai tdy chién, cudi gion tan dua nghich. Hellen,
ngudi me tré, nhin van vui vé, nhung anh mat c6 chat gi d6 chua 6n
dinh, vi hinh nhu ¢6 nguoi cham dén “diém yéu” cua minh. Long toi
bdng chung xuéng. C6 mét ndi budn len 16i khi nghi vé& su mong
manh cua nhimng gia dinh “kh6ng danh phan.” Néu chang may “com
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khong lanh, canh khéng ngot”, ngudi chiu thiét thoi nhat van 1a phu
nit va tré nho. CO I&, du 1a phong tuc Viét hay My, thi cai dich cudi
cling cua tinh yéu van nén 1a mot bén dd an toan, noi ma sy cam két
khdng nam & 1o noi dau moi, ma phai bang sy tran trong danh cho
nhau dudi mot mai nha danh chinh ngon thuan.

Tur phong an, t61 nhin ra ngoai khoi, gio van vo0 tinh gieo nhiing ndt
nhac tram buon giita séng nudc ménh mdng. Bién vao budi trua
hém d6 dep 1am, trong xanh va yén binh, nhung t6i biét trong long
ba ngoai Kate dang bi song xao.

Tan bira trua, chding t6i chia tay nhau sau khi trao doi sé dién thoai
dé khi vé My s& lién lac. Con tau Quantum of the Seas van ci bing
bing vé huéng Mexico, song bién van vd ri rao theo man thuyén.
Cau chuyén cua Kate khién toi thém tran trong nhirng gia tri truyén
thdng cua qué huong Viét Nam minh. Déi khi, sy “khit khe” cua
phong tuc Viét lai chinh 1a 16p rao chin bao vé hanh phic gia dinh
mét cach bén vitng nhat.

Théi thi, cau chic cho Hellen, con géi cua ba Kate, sém nhan ra gia
tri cua chiéc vay cudi, dé ba ngoai Kate khong con phai tho dai lo
au.

Sau chuyén du lich hai hanh ndy vé, t0i da c6 cau tré 1oi cho nhém
ban trong Co Géi Viét vé chuyén “song thu” cua gidi tre Viet ¢ My.
To6i khong dam noi ai ding ai sai vé chuyén “song thir”, vi thé hé
khéc nhau, van hoa khac nhau, va cach yéu... cling khac phong tuc
Viét Nam minh. Nhung c6 mét didu chic Chan 3, yéu kiéu nao ciing
duoc, séng kiéu nao ciing dugc, vu vi kiéu nao ciing duoc, nhung
phai c6 trach nhiém véi nhau, véi con céi, va véi chinh quyét dinh
cua minh. Bung tinh “thir séng” véi nhau, ma hay nghi xem minh
¢6 “sdng duoc” véi nhau 1au dai sau khi c6 con céi hay khong?

What to Consider Before
Moving in Together
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