ing cua dan toc Vlét dd anh diing phat ngon c& dao
5 lai quan Tau sang 6 ho nude ta. Sw nghiép oai hung
5t ctia hai vi tir hai ngan nam truéce sao khéng duoc tiép
5i? Sao ong Troi lai ¢é cho nhirng ngudi phu ni Viét Nam
iu Hai Ba dén tin gin day van phai chiu biét bao thiét
y dang? Sao ho khéng co duoc co hdi “phét co™, giai
At mrée khoi vong “bi tri”, 1am nén trang si méi?

Ho luén can rang chiu dung, hy sinh quén minh @& cho tré
tho ching t6i nhitng phén lanh lan diy du nhit, nhitng ngay
thing 4m ém tho mong nhit, va nhitng twong lai sing lan
nhat.

Tinh thwong v6 b bén va long hy sinh cao ca cia ho cang

10 net trong cuoc chlen twong tan 45 nam truede va mai mai in
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Nhimg Nguwoi Phu Nir Trong Doi Toi
Ba Noi, Nguwoi Vo Nha Qué

Chuyén khoi dau tir lang Tra Bo, tinh Hung Yén, Bic Viét,
noi ndi tiéng c6 nhan ngon nhat nuéc.

Ba Ngi toi la vg chinh dugc cha me chdng cudi cho 6ng Ngi
t6i & qué, chan chat that tha, chi nop cheo véi lang nudc,
khong gidy to gia thu gi ca. Ong 1a con trai truong trong gia
dinh, thong minh dinh ngd, 1a niém hy vong cua ca gia dinh.
ban em nho dong dic, an chua no lo chua téi va hai bac phu
méu d4 tiéu sach cua cai gia dinh sau nhiéu nam nam dai hat
thudc phién, déu trong cay 6ng dd dat ra 1am quan dé ca ho
dugc nho.

Ong ra Ha Noi hoc thi phai 1ong mét c¢6 gai Ha Noi tan thoi,
theo Tay hoc, néi tiéng Phap luu loat, cing ong vinh tho
Rimbaud, Verlaine, Lamartine, etc. Truéc ngay di thi bang
thanh chung ong vé nha nhat quyét budc bd me phai cudi
ngudi thiéu nit Ha thanh cho 6ng, khong thi ong s& khong di
thi. Gia dinh danh phai nhuong bg, vi co hoi dng con cd ra [am
quan dé kéo ca gia dinh ra khoi canh bﬁn han khong thé bo 1,
nhat 1a gia dinh dang 1am canh ting quan kiét qué.

Ba Noi lang 1€ xeép quan 40 vao mot cai thing nho, cap thiing
di vé nha b me dé & lang bén. Doc duong bo me chong cho
ngudi kéu lai, bao: "N6 bd con nhung may véan 1a dau cia bd
me, thoi ¢ lai dimg ve&". Thé 1a ba Noi quay lai. Sau niy nghe
chuyén ba ké t6i cir tim tirc khoc: "Sao ba khong bo vé luon
di? Thém vao!" Toi khong hiéu thoi xua con gai lay chong ma
bi tra vé 12 nhuc nha cho gia dinh vo cung. Ba Noi san long &
lai hau ha b me chéng va nuong twa nha chong sudt doi mic
du bi chong ruong rdy, con hon 14 phai tré lai nha bd me dé.
Ong Troi c6 mat. Trong ky thi, bai cua 6ng NoOi va mot
thi sinh nira chot mét ngdi canh glong hét nhau. Ban giam
khao 1y luan don gian: "Anh hai mat chép bai ciia anh mot
mét, chir 1am sao anh mot mat lai cop dé duogc." Ong NOoi tuc
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gian phan déi. Ban giam khao bén dung hoa cho hai nguoi thi
lai, nhung 6ng Noi ty ai bo vé khong thi nita. Thé 1a mong cua
gia dinh cho 6ng 1am quan phi, quan huyén tan tanh. Ong Noi
nhén chuc kiém 1am, vao rung U Minh trong Nam lam viéc.

Sau nay 6ng Noi vao Nam roi thi ba Noi khong con noi nwong
tra ngoai Bic. B6 me chong di gia, biét minh ching sbng
dugc bao lau nira, nén vira giuc vira dudi ba di tim chéng. Ba
Noi dit bd t6i va bac gai vao Nam tim ong. Ba chi biét doc
16m bom, biét ky tén chtr khong biét viét, thé ma tréo 1én xe
Itra xuyén Viét tu hoi duong vao tan U Minh, Ca Mau tim
duoc 6ng. Ong Noi khong nd dudi di, nhung ba vo chinh thire
day ba Noi xudng ¢ dudi nha ngang ciing véi bdi bép, con ba
va cac “co cau” ¢ nha trén, c6 ngudi hau ha, chi nhat co tai xé
14i xe nha dua ra bién choi.

C6 dao ong Noi doi dén 1am viée tai Ba Tri, Bén Tre va thué
nha cua bén 6ng Ngoai t6i. BS va cau Hai (anh ctua me) 1am
ban v6i nhau. Me nho tudi hon, lai 1a gai, nén khong choi
cung. Mot budi sang me thdy bd cung voi ba Noi di ngang qua
nha. B6 mic bo d6 ba ba méi trang tinh, dau cao nhan thin,
ngay thuong chan dat chay rong dau lang cudi xom ma hom
ay di doi gudc méi bude 16¢ coc trén dudng. BS cudi toe toet
khoe: "Hém nay tao di hoc!" Mot lat sau lai nghe thiy tiéng
gude 1oc coc cua bd theo ba Noi di vé, mit cai gam budn ba.
Thi ra ba vo tré cua ong Noi dd dén bao trudc véi 6ng Hiéu
truong rang bd 1a con hoang ngoai gia tha, khong co gidy to
chinh thtre gi cd, dung cho vao hoc. Sau nay ba em 6ng ngoai,
quen biét ong hiéu truong, phai néi gium cho bd duoc
nhén vao truong.

Bac G4i, Méi Tinh Bén Chiéc CAu Khi

Méi 9, 10 tudi bd da sudt ngay vao rimg lang thang khong
mudn ¢ nha. Chi ciia bd 1a gai phai & nha, tinh tinh nhat nhat
sau tham. Lén cép hai, bd xin ra Ha Noi & voi ho Noi dé di
hoc va dé lanh xa gia dinh ling ctng trong Nam. B6 danh ban
v6i mot anh cong tir nha gidu 16n hon vai tudi. B6 hay dén nha
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anh ban nay choi dé doc ké cac sach hoa hinh tiéng Phap nhu
Mickey, Tin Tin, Asterix, v.v. ma chi c6 nha giau thoi d6 moi
c6 tién mua.

Mét nam, dén hé, bd rt anh ban nay vé choi trong Nam. Moi
nguoi di vao vuon hai trai cdy, bang qua cac muong rach. Bac
gai lac do da la mot thiéu nir duong thi, dep lam Trong luc leo
qua cau khi, bac danh roi mot chlec gudc xudng rach. Qua bd
bén kia, bac vat ludn chiéc gudc vo dung con lai vao bui. Anh
ban lac d6 da bi chi gai cua bd hép hon, nén 1én vao bui tim
chiéc gudc cam vé 6m ap lam ky niém.

Vé nha anh ban nhit quyét nin ni bdé me vao Nam xin cudi
bac gai t6i. Pam cudi cia ngudi con trai duy nhét cia cy Ba
Son da vang danh Ha Noi thoi do véi bao nhiéu xe hoi, qua
cudi, quan 13 4o luot, v.v. Bac géai duoc mot hop banh bich qui
nhét chit nhiing lwong vang 14 mang theo 1am ctia hdi mon vé
nha chong. Cac chi em trong ho luc d6 ai ciing trAm trd nhin
dam cudi cta bac t6i ma thém mudn.

Vao lam dau gia dinh quyén qui, giau nit d6 d6 vach tai Ha
Noi, bac gai quy ngd. Mot ngay béac bi bat 16i khong biét bao
nhiéu 1an, moi lan lai phai qui gdi dap dau xin 16i bd me
chong, xin 18i chi chong. T tir bAc dam ra ngay dai, ngd ngan,
nén nha chong xem 1a khong xtmg dang lam dau nha ho. Pira
con gai dé ra khong dugc goi bac bang “me”, chi cho goi bang
tén trong khong. Béc trai chan nan bo nha di theo Viét Minh.
Cua hoi mon bac gai mang vé nha chong bi 6ng anh ré dao
mo, du db bao dua ong “lam an” roi mét sach. Sau nay, nhéc
lai chuyén xua, ba Noi thudng ghé vao tai toi thi thim: “Nha
giau chung no ac 1am chau a!” Téu hon nita 13 ba lai ghé tai thi
tham tiép: “Ma Cong san ching n6 con ac hon nita chau a!”

Thoi Bubi Loan Lac

Sau nhitng nam loan lac trong Nam, dng Noi khanh tan. Nhat
dao chanh Phap. Nhiing nguoi lam cho Tay nhu 6ng Noi bi
day ra, khong con luong bong nhu xwa. Ba vo tan thoi doi chia
ctia roi dan con ra di. Ba vo nha qué 1a ba Noi t6i ¢ lai chim
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soc ong chdng lao phdi lai nghién thude phién. Gia dinh tan cu
vé Sai Gon, vira chay vay vay dugc 500 bac dé mo cira hang
budn gao sinh song thi ho hang ngoai Bic nhin tin vao rang
bac gai hién gio kho 1im, gin nhu 14 dién loan. Thé 1a gia dinh
giri ca sb tién ra Bic dé bac gai mua vé may bay bé con vao
Nam. Sau ndy 6ng Noi mat va ba tré cling mét, cic con dong
sau lai vé nhap vao dai gia dinh mot thoi gian. B6 bo hoc, cAm
cai bang bang tiéu hoc (certificat) xin chan thu ky danh may
dé gong ganh dai gia dinh.

Khi anh em t6i ra doi thi 6ng Noi d3 mat, con ba Noi & véi
chung t6i. Néu khong nghe ké chuyén ngay xua & lang qué thi
t6i khong hé biét duoc ndi truan chuyén co cuc cua ba lic con
tré, mot nach hai con, bi chéng phu bac. Lic nao ba ciing nhéc
dén ong voi su ngudng md tuyét voi, nhu thé éng 1a ngudi
hién d@rc nhét trén doi, mot muc yéu vo qui con. Qua that 1a
ong rat hién va dén cudi doi, khi dd mat ca chuc tude, dia vi,
tién bac, tinh 4i, thi ong rat yéu qui ba. Toi theo quan diém
moi, khong chap nhan mot con ngudi phu bac nhu thé, nhung
ba rat trin trong tim tinh sdu ddm ong danh cho ba cho dén
ngay ra di, xem d6 1a phan thuong qui nhét trén doi cua ba.

Gia Pinh Ly Tén

Tir ngay bac gai bé con vao Nam ¢ véi gia dinh t6i thi gia dinh
bac ly tan. Bac trai theo Viét Minh & lai mién Béc. B6 me bac
trai nha giau nhung nan na & lai chd tin con, roi ciing ¢ lai
ngoai Béac luon. Thinh thoang bac gai nhan dugc buu thiép bac
trai tir Bac guri vao. Bac trai van mo mong nhu chang cong tu
nha giau thuo nao can dan con gai: “Con cua bd phai biét
danh dan piano”. Dan da rdi bit tin.

Béc gai ca doi do do wong wong, chang lam duoc viée gi 1au
dai. Bb phai cuu mang chi gai va chau, vi thé ma bd me toi
cling luc duc. Béac gai di hoc may nhung ciing cham chap 1am
1an khong kiém an dugc. BS lam viée ¢ buu dién thanh phd,
dua chi minh vao lam ¢ phong soan tho, nhung bac gai hay di
lam tré mic du chang ¢6 1y do gi chinh dang, ca ngay chi lan
quan loanh quanh rdi vao so tré gio.
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Dan da con dién loan cta bac cang nang, hay ngdi chiri me,
chiri em, budc nhirng toi trén troi dudi dat ching ai lam.

Hang x6m binh dan, bu6én ban & chg, ganh nudc mudn, chay
xe ba géc, toi vé ho hay say xin, chui 16n danh 16n véi nhau
thudng nhat nén ciing thong cam voi chuyén nha 6n ao cua
ching t6i, chiang ai 1én tiéng phién ha. Riéng véi con nit trong
nha nhu anh em t6i thi bac géi khong bao gio chiri. Mbi lan
chung t6i ngdi vao ban hoc, bac hay di theo stra dang ngdi, bt
phai thang lung 1én dé vé gia khong bi cong lung. Mdi ky thi,
t6i lai nho bac cau nguyén cho toi lam bai gioi va bac hay hoi
han, bao: “Béc cau nguyén cho roi do, 1am bai duge khong,
diém c6 kha khong?”

C6 dao bac theo ngudi ta budn coupon réponse ¢ chit tién
nén cho con gai hoc truong ba phudce, chuong trinh Tay.
Phong lao phai theo lao, khi bac khong 1am ra tién nira thi bd
t6i phai ganh vac. Me t6i phién ha vi dra chau in nho ¢ dau
ma lai hoc truong tu sang ca tdn kém, con hai dtra con ruét la
anh em chung t6i thi hoc trudng cong mién phi. B6 me t6i cit
luc duc mat hanh phic vi mén ng gia dinh bd phai gong ganh
qua ning né.

Bac gai khong tinh tri va ty nudi than dugc, nhung c6 1€ bac
cling cam thay su bét tai vo dung phai an bam vao em minh,
va thdy truéc mat cude doi bé tic ctia minh. Béac thuong ngdi
tram tu ca budi, khong biét suy nghi diéu gi. Chi biét rang bac
da chudn bi cai chét cho minh rt chu dédo. Mot ngay bac chui
vao khoang cach chat hep gitia hai birc tuong gach cua nha t61
va nha hang x6m dé khong ai vao 16i bac ra dugc va khong
gdy hoa hoan cho ca x6m, roi tudi xang tu thiéu. Tang ma
xong vai hém, ba Noi xic gao ra ndu thi bit gip vi tién, gidy
t va chiée nhan vang cua bac, chon sau trong lu gao dé chi c6
ba Noi tim dugce, va chi tim duoc sau khi bac mat ma thoi.

Sau nay trén duong vuot bién, tau chung toi bi chét may, 1énh
dénh vo dinh gan 20 ngay trén bién, dé mic song gié dua day,
can ké véi cai chét. Khong hiéu sao trong nhitng luc cau
nguyén Troi Phat ctu do, t61 lai nghi dén bac gal va cau xin
bac ctru vét ching toi. Toi khan rang bac da séng mot doi
tram khd va chét mot cach dau thuong thi xin bac dimg dé
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chau chét tirc tudi trén bién ca ménh mdng khong ai biét. Pén
ngay thur 18 thi tau chung t6i troi dat dén gan Hong Kong va
duoc tau danh ca Hong Kong ctru giap.

Sau thang tuw 1975, bac trai c6 vao Sai Gon tim gap gia dinh
t61, nhung bac gai thi da chét mot cai chét tham khdc truge do,
Vo chong mai mai chia lia khong gap lai nhau. Nghe ké rang,
ba me chong dai gia ¢ lai Ha Noi bi danh tu san khéc liét, nha
cao ctra rong bi chia lai cho nhiéu ho khéc & cung, ba chi duogc
& mot can nho, khi vé gia van phai bo timg bé cui ban kiém
tién. Bac trai di theo Viét Minh nhung vuéng 1y lich dai tu san
nén khong dugc tin dung, chi lang nhang qua ngay.

Tir mdi tinh chiée guoc tai cau khi, tho mong nhu chuyén cd
tich Cinderella, ma dan dén nhing manh doi trai ngang qua
bao chuc nam, gay tang thuong cho bao doi nguoi! Co phai
cudc tinh nao ciing dep, nhung khi cham thyc té rdi thi com 4o
khong dua voi mong mo?

Tudi Gia Em Am Ciia Ba Ngi

Vé gia, ba Noi duoc bd me vo cua anh tdi cho phép anh don
ba vé cham soc sau khi anh ldy chi dau t6i. Ba dwoc phung
dudng, d6i xu rat tir té cho dén cudi doi. Hai bac don anh toi
vao & ré va cho don ludn ca ba Noi ciia anh vao nha, xem ba
nhu bac truong thuong trong nha. Ngay ngay dén bita com hai
bac 18 phép moi com ba toi tir té theo dung ton ti trat ty. Sau
nay hai bac mua cho vo chong anh t6i mot cin nha nho dé ra
riéng thi ba vé & v6i anh chi. Chi dau t6i cham soc ba hét muc.
Dén cudi doi ba bi 10a khong thiy dudng, ngay dém 1an 1on.
Chi dau t6i thué riéng mdt nguoi thire dém canh ba. Toi subt
do1 mang on hai bac va chi dau toi.

Hon mudi nam sau khi ra di, t6i din con vé thim ba thi ba da
lang tri va mu 1oa, khong nhan ra t6i. Khi t6i xung 1a chau vé
thim ba, ba cam dong cam tay toi so soang hoi han: “A chau
day a? Chau da dd ti tai chua? Bang ta tai quan trong lam
chdu a, nh¢ thi cho d6 nhé!”
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Me Téi, Lay Chong Phai Ganh Giang San Nha Chong

Me t6i la con gai Nam ky, sinh quén tai quan Ba Tri, tinh Bén
Tre. Ong Ngoai la mot “ong gia Ba Tri” chinh hiéu, tinh tinh
hoi ¢6 quai va kho tinh vo cung, ho hang chung quanh ai ciing
ngén so. Thug nho me di hoc tai truong tiéu hoc Ba Tri, cudi
nam 16p nhat thi 18n cho tinh Bén Tre thi bang tiéu hoc. Me thi
dau, muing 1am, vé nha lam don dé ndp 1én truong Ao Tim &
Sai Gon (trwong Nt Trung hoc Gia Long sau nay). Tuy nhién
gia dinh bao dep don, con gai hoc dén d6 1a du roi. Me budn
khéc tAm tic. CO 18 d6 1a 1an dau me biét duge “ton ti trat tu”
va chd dang cua ngudi phu nit trong xa hoi Viét Nam. Trudc
d6 me t6i da chimng kién cau Hai, anh trai cua me, sau khi dau
tiéu hoc thi thi 1én truong Chasseloup Laubat roi 1én Sai Gon
tro hoc. Ong ba Ngoai sam cho cau Hai du nhiing bo 1& phuc,
dong phuc, dai ngan theo mla, gidy, dép, nén, mi, ruong tu,
v.v. dé vao noi trd trong truong, nén me cir tudng roi minh
cling c6 co hdi, ciing dugcC nhu vay.

Tir d6 me & nha, c6 luc theo 6ng ba Ngoai di lam riy trong
dau trong dua, lac tré thanh thiéu nit mai 16n thi tinh hinh &
qué bién loan nén bo qué chay giic 1én nuong nau tai nhitng
ving “tam yén” chung quanh Sai Gon. Ba Ngoai d6 banh bo
cho me bung thung di qua do ban banh song tam qua ngay.
Dan da me t6i di hoc danh may, xin vao lam thu ky tai trudng
Chasseloup noi cau Hai hoc ngay xua. Cau Hai da budc theo
“hoan 167, vinh hién hon em gai cua minh. Cau tot nghiép k¥
su Phti Tho, 1y vo giau, sau nay xin duoc hoc bong tu hoc
bén Phap rdi ¢ lai ludn. Cau “dit tinh” véi gia dinh Viét Nam,
khong mot 161 tham hoi, khong mét birc thu giri vé tham cha
me, trong gia dinh khong ai biét dia chi cua ciu bén troi Tay,
nén ciing danh dau don ké nhu mét con. Ong ba Ngoai budn
rau dén khi mait. Cudi cung chi c6 dira con gai thi¢t thoi 1a me
& gan cham soc ong ba.

Dén khi 1ap gia dinh, me lai thdy tii than vi bat cong trong nha
chéng: bac gai, chi cua bd, thi “an bam” sudt, lai bénh tam
than gdy nhiéu phién phtic ndo loan. Con me nhiing mong
ddng luwong cia hai vo chong duogc tiéu xai cho gia dinh nho
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cua minh thi lai san sé cho dai gia dinh, chfmg con lai bao
nhiéu. Nhimg nam cudi thap nién 60 dau 70, ma ngudi Sai
Gon hay goi 1a “nhiing nam My qua”, ddng luong cong chirc
ba coc ba ddng ngay cang teo top, trong khi anh em chung toi
lai dang strc 4n sirc hoc tén kém, me t6i lo budn nén dau bénh
lién mién. Quan me mic di lam mon ca day ma khong dam

may quan moi, va dum va dup lai rdi mic nguoc ra dang trude
dé che dau.

Thang tu 1975, b me t6i déu 1a cong chirc nén khong biét
viéc lam s& nhu thé ndo. Anh em t6i con dang hoc nhitng nam
cudi dai hoc, ciing khong biét tuong lai ra sao. Thé roi bd nam
xudng vi bénh ung thu. Ba Noi vira chon con gai vai nim
trudc nay chi biét khoc tham khi sap phai chon dia con trai
con lai, dra con rat muc hiéu thao va thuong yéu me.

Khéc Cudi Theo Van Nuée Noi Troi

Ngay nay o0n lai chuyén nha, t6i thuong x6t vo van cho nhiing
nguoi phy nir trong gia dinh da trai qua nhimg thang ngay
truan chuyén. Ba noi, nguol v ngoan hlen nguoi con dau
thuong théo, lai bi chong rudng riy ca tudi thanh xuan. Bac
gai duoc troi ban cho sic dep hon nguoi nhung khéng dugc
cai tri thong minh binh thuong, cai nghi luc song cho ra nguoi
ma chi gay phién luy cho ngudi than roi két thuc cude doi mot
cach bi tham. Me t6i 1ap gia dinh chi mong dugc toan tim toan
y chim lo cho chdng con, thi lai phai ganh gdng qua nhiéu
ganh ning bén nha chong.

Nhirng nguoi phy nir Viét Nam da phai chiu thuong chiu kho
trim bé trong mot dat nude bi go bo boi khudn khé phong
kién trong nam khinh nir; trong mot qudc gia bi Tay d6 ho dé
dan chung dét nat; rdi sau nay qué huong tan tac, dam chim
trong loan lac, d6 v& cta cudc Noi chién tuong tan subt miy
chuc nam.

T61 muodn van mang on nhitng nguoi phu nit trong gia dinh:
nguoi phu nir Vi¢t Nam!

Thay Messegee
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Vietnam, My Beloved Country!
Confessions of a Vietnamese American

| was born and grew up in Saigon, Vietnam, a country as tiny
as the U.S. is big, and stands literally in contrast to the U.S.
like day and night by time zones—morning in the U.S. is
evening in Vietnam. As a young girl, | never imagined that
one day | would be living in America. Then the war took place
with its tragic ending in 1975, and millions of us South
Vietnamese departed from our beloved country, even risking
death by escape as boat people.

Many of us ended in America and found a new home in a
benevolent country, rich in resources but even richer in
generosity, kindness, and caring. | was one of the refugees
fortunate enough to survive the war years, the peace years
when many others died of harsh prison conditions, starvation,
common illnesses that could have been cured with medication
if available, the absence of which killed many instead. | even
survived a perilous escape by boat where the odds were
staggering against survival.

| ended in the U.S. as a refugee and started my life anew. Like
me, millions of other Vietnamese refugees found a new life in
a new country that nurtured and rewarded us for our hard
work. If left in Vietnam, I do not know what would have
become of us under a ruthless regime that took brutal revenge
on its citizens just because they belonged to the defeated side.

America, my new country! My beloved country! Or is it? |
wonder if | and other Vietnamese treat it as our beloved
country. At the mentioning of “beloved country” we instantly
think of Vietnam. We live in America as if we were still in
Vietnam. We speak Vietnamese at home, we do grocery
shopping at Vietnamese markets, we can hardly eat our meals
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if there is no “nudc mam”—fish sauce—that transforms foods
otherwise tasteless into heart-warming foods.

In our everyday life here, we insist that our offspring learn to
speak Vietnamese. We drag them against their will to Sunday
school to learn a linguistic system totally foreign to them,
particularly with all its tone marks that render the same
spelling into as many as six words with different meanings.
We try to mold them into traditional standards of behavior that
our parents instilled in us when we grew up in Vietnam. We
teach our children to fold their arms and respectfully bow to
elders, obey orders without questioning, listen dutifully and
not to talk back. Why is that? Were they not born in America?
Do they not go to American schools and are they not taught a
value system that encourages them to speak up instead of
deferring to elders, to assert their rights instead of suppressing
their individual dreams and aspirations for the sake of family’s
deep-rooted goals? It does not matter. Our children are
expected to be Vietnamese first. If they complain and compare
their treatment to that received by their friends, we would stop
it short with authority: “We are different. We are
Vietnamese!”

So then, is our beloved country Vietnam or America? Do we
follow events around us and take action as American citizens?
Do we go to townhall meetings and speak up? Not really.
Apart from national elections for the U.S. Congress and the
President, do we research to vote for city councils, school
boards, local sheriffs, commissioners? Who are our state
delegates, attorney generals, lieutenant governors? Perhaps
our government is well run and “the Americans” handle it for
us, and “they” handle it well. The Vietnamese as U.S. citizens
contribute by paying their taxes, and that fulfills their
American patriotism.

On the other hand, do we know who is the General Secretary
of the Communist Party in Vietham? We definitely do. We
also know the names of the president of Vietnam, the
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chairman of Congress, the prime minister, the minister of
Security, and even rumors or private details of their families or
connections. We are upset every day with everything that went
wrong in Vietnam. We gleefully spread ugly rumors about the
high-ranking cadres, how they were fighting among
themselves and plotting against one another, who were
implicated and about to be imprisoned. We yearn for the
communist government in Vietnam to be overthrown in the
near future. Our country and our people have suffered enough.
Our country? Yes, Vietnam, our beloved country.

Is America also our beloved country? Yes, of course, we love
America too. Can we sing the American anthem? Uh, the
answer is an embarrassing NO! We can sing the old
Vietnamese anthem from start to finish at Vietnamese
gatherings. When it is time to sing the American anthem,
however, most of us probably mouth the first line, then
clumsily fake the rest. Our American patriotism makes us
proud of its achievements, of the Olympic medals it earns, the
Nobel prizes it is awarded, the economic, scientific and artistic
achievements it attains. But we do not suffer its ills and try to
do something about them. It is our children who agonize over
the American poor, over injustices suffered by the Blacks,
over homeless people who die in the middle of winter nights
from lack of warm shelters. They take responsibility and act as
Americans to fellow Americans.

When Vietnamese children successfully become doctors,
lawyers, engineers, they probably benefit from guidance and
support from their families. They “make their parents proud”!
Successful writers? They “surprise” their families. That is not
what was planned for them. They have become “Americans”
on their own. Their great work in the American literature
world is more appreciated by the American audience than by
their own families. The parents still cling to their Vietnamese
roots and have not quite immersed in their new country and
embraced its culture. Successful writers in the U.S. who are
Vietnamese “happen by chance”. They follow their love for
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the English language, for the beauty of American literature,
without, or even against, their family’s vision. Andrew Lam,
son of Lam Quang Thi, a prominent general in the Army of
South Vietnam, entered college choosing biochemistry as his
major. Perhaps he was being groomed to become an M.D to
fulfill the wish of his family. Eventually he followed his call
for writing and received a PEN award. Ocean Vuong, the
newly and profusely acclaimed poet internationally, whose
poetry is even compared by some critic to that of Emily
Dickinson, said that he wrote to feel closer to his mother, who
does not read or write English well. Vuong certainly was not
guided into a distinguished career by his Viethamese mother.

I wonder if we Vietnamese in America take our second
country for granted. The country that welcomed us with open
arms when we were “tired, poor, yearning to breathe free, the
wretched refuse of the teeming shore.” (*) It takes care of us
and we are grateful.

The country we cry for is Vietnam, our beloved country. It
was under a “curse” that dictated killing, starvation, infighting,
separation, destitution, shattering of spirits, hope, and love. It
was ravaged by years of war. It was impoverished to the bone.
It is ruled by an inhuman and oppressive regime and it is
under constant threat of disappearing through annexation by
China. Yet it nurtured us. It offered love and sacrifice. It
exhausted all it had to keep us alive. And it is bleeding still
after sending us off to a better land.

Vietnam! The name tugs at my heart. My beloved country! |
love you until my last breath!

Thuy Messegee
January 2020

(*) from Emma Lazarus’ poem “New Colossus”, engraved at
the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty in New York.
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