Nguyén Phuong Thiy

Ké chuyén...




BAY GIANG

Nina cam hop thirc an trwa vira ham néng vé ban. Pi ngang
qua thu ky Sandy, c6 dy hit ha: “What’s for lunch? Do you
have all your plane tickets and documents for the trip?”

Nina gat dau: “Yes, | have it all. Thanks.”

Nang vira an vira lam viéc, chuin bj cho chuyén cong tac tai
van phong khu vuc Houston, Texas.

Nina khong hiéu tai sao Rick, giam dbc cia nhém AA-40 (ly
di va con doc than), mudn nang di theo ong dé xem xét cach
lam viéc ctia nhém Houston, mic du khong lién hé dén cong
viéc ctia nang |1 quan 1y cac hop dong cta 2 nha thau 16n.

Bén gio chiéu, chuyén may bay dén noi, Nina goi taxi vé
khach san. Pang nghi ngoi thi dién thoai reng. Rick vira dén,
ri nang di an tai nha hang cta khéch san bén dudi lau. Nina
con ué oai, hen 30 phut nira s& xudng.

Nina thay bo d6 mic sudt luc di hoi sang bang chiéc vay nén
den, hoa tim. Rick dang ngdi tai ban, trong lich sy hon ngay
thudng gian di, dimg 1én kéo ghé cho nang va khen nang xinh
dep. Nina bén 1&n cam on. Khung canh nha hang that 4m cing
v6i anh sang diu mau vang. Bai hat La Bamba c6 giai di¢u vui
tuot, 101 don gidn lam cho khong khi thém lac quan, yéu doi.

Trong bita an, Rick nhic dén chuyén nang sip dugc thing cap
cao. Rick khen ngoi viéc lam ciia Nina rat tot, quan 1y cac hop
ddng hiéu qua, ban bao céo co diy du chi tiét, va trinh bay dep
mit. Nina cdm on han di tan tdm nang d& nhan vién dudi
quyén va cho biét nang phai 1am gi dé chic chin dat duoc két
qua mong mudn.

Sau bira an, Rick hoi:

- Do you have any plans for the evening?

- No. I'll go back and review what | need to do tomorrow and
then go to bed early. After the meeting with the Houston
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group, can you give me a ride to the airport?

- That's right. Then I'll return the car, go to the airport, and
board the plane to Virginia from gate 12. Which gate are you
boarding?

- My flight to Maryland was 30 minutes before yours, from
gate 20. My husband will be there to pick me up.

- You’re lucky. I’ll have to get my car and drive home, about
45 minutes.

Rick tra tién cho bita an tbi va hen dung 7 gid sang mai gip
nhau. Rick s& dau xe cho ngay cong chinh cta khach san.

Nina vé phong, ngdm nguoi trong bon tim mat lanh mot hoi
cho khoe lai. Sau khi chuén bi moi thir cho ngay mai va xép
don hanh 1y vao va-li, nang nam dai trén givong, xem TV dd
gic ngu.

Chot c6 tiéng chudng dién thoai. Nina dang ngai ngi, ué oai
tra 161 phone. Nang giat minh nhan ra tiéng cta Rick.

- Are you sleeping?

- No, but I want to sleep early because of a long day ahead.

- Come over to my room and watch a movie a little bit. It’1l
release stress and help you fall to sleep quickly.

- I'm too tired. Have to take a raincheck.

Nlna ngdp ngung cup phone Nang vira mubn nghi ngoi vira
mudn tranh nhitng tin don thi phi, tai tiéng.

Sang hom sau, Nina tuoi cudi chao va hoi tham Rick tdi qua
c6 ngu sém khong nhung nang khung lai khi thay han lanh
lung va im lim suot chang duong...

Sau khi budi hop kéo dai két thiic, Nina va Rick hdi ha tir gia
moi ngudi dé ra phi truong.

Trén duong di, Rick ctr 1ai nhai nhic lai nhitng gi han da lam
cho viéc thang cép cua Nina: viét 161 khen ngoi that dai, ca
tung nang 1a cong chirc gidi va guong mau, hop tac va lam
viéc nhip nhang vdi moi ngudi trong nhom ... Buc minh qud,
Nina thang thimg: “If you find someone who can do the job
better than me, then go ahead — hire or promote him. I won't
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be upset or blame you!”

Mot tudn troi qua, Nina ban véi cong viée hang ngay, va Rick
cling khong da dong dén viéc thang cap nira.

Bit ngd, trong budi hop hiang tuan hdm nay, Rick trao cho
nang mot phong thu. D6 1a théng bao cua van phong nhan su,
cho biét viéc thang cap da duoc chinh thirc chap thuan va mirc
lwong méi s& thay trong ky tra luong t6i.

Céa nhém chiac mung.

Sau budi hop, Nina bat tay Rick cam on:

- 1 didn’t expect it.

- Of course, 1 would do it for you. Are we good?

- Yes, we are. Thank you.

Evon kéo nang di vé diy vin phong, thi tham:

- Congrats! I’'m waiting for my annual performance review
coming up soon.

- You’ll get it. You’re doing your job well.

- I hope so. | can use extra money for my son’s education.

Nina dang lam viéc trén may tinh, chgt c6 email cua Evon
hién Ién: “I just got an email from Rick. He notified me of
upcoming trip to Fort Worth Regional Office, Texas, in 2
weeks. I’ll brief them on my project. Busy! Busy! Hope it’ll
give my annual performance review a boost!”

- OK. Good luck! Are you on the same flight with him?

- Sandy will book the same flight and hotel. She’s not happy
to do the clerk work.

- She was promoted to junior specialist a few months ago.
Rick has to find a new secretary. Sandy was lucky to get that
special promotion, especially jumping from administrative
labor catergory to computer specialist. Her performance as
administrative staff was so so.

- I don’t think her promotion was based on performance. It’s
very rare to cross labor categories and grade increase like that,
without training certificates.

- What? Really? How?

Nina stng st nhin dong chir trén computer:
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- Have you heard of “favors”?

- No. What type of favors?

- She worked late a few days and met with Rick after work!

- Oh my God! - Nina shook her head in disbelief - How do
you know?

- My friend in the Personnel Department who processed her
promotion has the inside story details.

- Did her husband know? Any regrets or impacts on her
marriage?

- No! She enjoys the new status and extra money... Anyway, |
have to get back to my project now. These PowerPoint charts
are so time consuming.

- OK. If I don’t talk to you again, have a safe trip.

Trong nhom, Nina va Evon kh& th&n nhau, thuong tam tinh
chuyén gia dinh cling nhu cong viéc trong sé. Hai dua thich
néi chuyén qua emails, riéng tu va khong qua 16 liéu khi tan
doc, ban chuyén thién ha.

Evon va John yéu nhau tir thoi trung hoc. Két hon ngay sau
khi ra truong dai hoc. Pén nay di 3 nim ma van chua co con.
Nim ngoai, hai dira vé Puerto Rico tham dai gia dinh va nhan
nudi mot bé trai so sinh 8 thang. Evon tran trong va tan tuy voi
thién chirc 1am me. Evon thudng nhic Nina mau ¢ con dé trai
nghiém nhiém vy 1am me cao quy va thiéng liéng nhu thé nao.
- “You will not fully and deeply understand the family ties,
love, and sacrifice until you have children.”

Nina ciing mudn thé nhung chua c6 may man va chong nang
thi khong mudn nhén con nudi.

Nina nong long chd Evon ké tiép chuyén thing cp cua Sandy.
Nhung that la! Rick da c6 mat tai van phong hom qua ma
Evon chua théy vé. Nina hoi Sandy thi duogc biét Evon bi cam,
c6 thé ngay mai méi vao so.

Hoém sau, khi thdy Evon di ngang phong lam viéc ctia minh,
Nina nhoai nguoi hoi:




- Good morning. How are you?

- I am OK. - Evon ciii d4u, rao budc vé phong minh.

Nina thoang thdy mat Evon sung do va giong néi guong ép.
Nang v0i guri email:

- Were you crying? What’s happened? Is your family OK?

- I’'m in trouble. If I tell you, you must swear that you would
keep it to yourself, and should not tell anyone, especially the
people at work!

- | solemly swear. I’'m so worried about you since Rick came
back 2 days ago but you were not.

- He is my problem.

- Huh? How’s so?

- It was a disaster trip. You would not believe what happned to
me.

- Tell me now. I am so anxious...

Nina patiently wait for Evon finish typing her story.

Our flights were on time. Rick was very attentive to me during
the trip to Fort Worth. We had a lovely dinner at the hotel.
After dinner, | took a bath and relaxed a bit by watching TV
and also gathering my briefing materials for tomorrow. Then
there was a knock on my door. It was Rick. He saw my TV was
on and asked if I would join him in his room, watching a
movie together. I could not come up with an excuse.

A few minutes later, I came to his room and watched
Goodfellas movie. | was uncomfortable with the violent
scenes. Rick went inside and got me a drink. The last thing |
remembered was feeling very drowsy and desiring to be held
and loved. | took the sofa cushion and lay down.

When | woke up, around 5:00 AM, | was lying on his bed,
naked, covered by the sheet. | was panic while Rick was sitting
by me, winking his eyes and said: - You were so wild and
aggressive last night! Feel better now? | could not believe
what he said. | put on my clothes and got out of his room
quickly.

At the meeting and during the remaining trip, he was still
attentive and acted like nothing had happened between us. |

6 http://nguyenpthuy.jigsy.com



http://nguyenpthuy.jigsy.com/

was quite dazed, trying to figure out the facts, while my body
was numb and sore.

| did not remember much after finishing the drink. Rick said it
would make me feel better. Yes, the drink! It had something to
do with my “wild and aggressive” behaviors! Did Rick give
me a drink with sex stimulant drug and rape me? How could |
confront him while there was no evidence? Was it a rape or
consensual act? It was not only body violation but also my
dignity. 1 was deceived by my boss! | felt shameful, guilty,
dirty and cheap!

Nina ring dong, bang hoang, voi va hoi:

- Never think it’s your fault! It was him who took advatange
of you. Your story reminds me of my trip. Rick asked me to
come to his room but | was so tired and turned it down. | did
not know it was a trap. Thank God! | was saved by a thread!
Did you tell your husband and what was his reactions?

- | kept thinking about
the wide open floodgate
by disclosing the story to
my husband and family.
Would he undrestand
that | was used and not
blame me? Would he
continue loving me,
provide moral and
emotional support?
Would we and our family ever be the same?

Finally, yesterday, | gathered my courage and told him... He
was very quiet, not angry, not sympathetic... just stone dead!
When | stopped talking, he took my hand: - We can’t live
happily forever anymore.

| was so traumatized: - | was abused. Was that big a deal?

His blunt words: - | can not shake the feeling that you made
love with someone else. Our love was not whole for good. We
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can’t go on as husband and wife. We should seperate.

My heart was broken. | cried non-stop and begged him to
reconsider other options such as finding other jobs, relocating
or moving to another state. | said: - We have to think about
the future of our baby. I don’t want him to grow up without
one of us. | was grieving and begging profusedly. He said: -
But you don’t want him to grow up in an unstable family, with
constant arguments and hard feelings. | have been loving you
for a long time and happy with our little family. 1¢t’s hard to
give up you and the baby. But | have to do it for your future. |
will provide financial support if
you need it.

Nina is quietly sobbing and
appease Evon:

- Don’t take any action now.
Wait a few days. When thing
calms down, then you guys can
discuss the resolutions again. The
outcome may be different.

- | know John, he meant what he said! | will talk to Rick and
ask for a transfer to a regional office. Please don’t tell anyone
about this until I officially have a job transfer.

- Best of luck and keep me posted. The group will never be the
same without you.

Vai tudn sau d6, Evon duoc thing cip, va thuyén chuyén vé
van phong chi nhanh ¢ San Jose, CA. Ca nhém chuc mirng va
moi di an bira trua tai nha hang Tau trong Chinatown. Tiéc
mirng ciing 12 tiéc chia tay, c6 nén ndi ngdm nguii.

Nina hoi riéng Evon va dugc biét 1a thu tuc ly di van tién
hanh. Evon da mudn mot cin nha gan so, va gan nha giit tré.
Maéy ngay nita s& 1én dudng.

Nina 6m ban that chit va cau xin Chta phu ho cho ban.

Mot thang sau, nhom AAF-40 dugc td chuc lai. Rick thuyén
chuyén vé nhiém s& médi & Fort Worth. Sandy qua lam cho
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nhom khac ¢ ting 1au 2. Con Nina co riéng mot vin phong kha
16m, ¢6 cia sb trong ra cong vién, tai tru sé chinh ctia nha thau,
cach van phong cti chung 3 day nha.

Khong biét ai dd vach trin nhitng bi mat cia “biy giing”!

Nina ké chuyén nay cho chong nghe va mudn biét y kién cing
phan tmg nhu thé nao. Chdng Nina mung cho nang da vo tinh
thoat dugc cai bay giang nguy hiém. Diéu nay doi hoi nguoi
d6 ¢6 nén gido duc tét, hiéu luan thudng dao 1y, va nhit 1a co
ban lanh lai can dam, biét “say no to the boss!”

Chéng Nina tin rang tinh yéu va sy ton trong 1an nhau, 1a nén
tang cla gia dinh. Gia dinh 1a nén tang cta xa hoi. Khi tinh
yéu khong dugc trdn trong va bao vé, ma thay d6i nhanh
chéng nhu trit bo bo quan 4o bén ngoai thi gia dinh mau dé
vO, ti 1€ ly di cao, xa hoi bat an va khong con chu trong vé
nhitng gia tri tinh than nita. Cach séng tré nén hoi hot, thuc té,
nhu su trao ddi mua ban.

Chong Nina 6m ghi nang, rdc rich cuoi: “Dimg xa anh dém
nay, hay noi em s& & day. Pumg dé anh mot minh noi chdn
nay. Hay 6m anh trong tay, cho anh biét em can anh. Va hay
n6i em van yéu anh.” (Hat nhéi theo bai Pirng Xa Em Dém
Nay cua nhac s Duc Huy.)

Nina gidy ndy, trudn ngudi, cd thoat khoi vong tay:

- Néu em 14m véo hoan canh nhu Evon thi anh ¢6 hanh dong
va quyét dinh nhu chong Evon?

- Chuyén 4y ha hoi phan giai. Hay tinh chuyén nay trudc hi?

Nguyén Phwong Thiy, 8/27/2025




